Writing in a foreign language class. From the interpretation to the production of texts by Segura Sábado, Laura Mª
  
54 de 195 
PublicacionesDidacticas.com  |  Nº 57 Abril 2015 
 
Writing in a foreign language class. From the 
interpretation to the production of texts 
Título: Writing in a foreign language class. From the interpretation to the production of texts.. Target: Maestros, 




Writing is the most difficult of the sour linguistic skills. It is necessary to learn a language an also in real life. It 
reinforces the learning of oral communication. 
MICRO-SKILLS 
The strategies that pupils should learn are: 
 Writing words and elementary linguistic forms correctly. 
 Writing appropriately according to the context. 
 Writing with coherence. 
WRITING STAGES IN A LESSON 
The stages we must follow when teaching to write are: 
a) Copying 
This is the first activity to be taught and always with a purpose. Meaningful copying means that thinking is 
involved in the process.  
Activities we ca do: classifying words into categories, list in alphabetic order... 
b) Controlled practice 
The teacher may intervene to help, guide and to point out in accuracy. 
Activities we can do: dictations, reading comprehension, parallel writing... 
c) Free production 
It is a very difficult stage. The teacher should guide the students in the organization of their ideas, the type of 
vocabulary and the structure to use. 
Activities we can do: information gap activities, writing short messages, writing short letters, guided 
compositions, project work... 
  
55 de 195 
PublicacionesDidacticas.com  |  Nº 57 Abril 2015 
 
TEACHING PRINCIPLES 
There are some methodological principles we should 
bear in mind when developing writing: 
 Writing is a dynamic process that must be learnt 
step by step. 
 There must be a reason for writing. 
 The topic should focus on the student's interests 
and be relevant to them. 
 The other skills should be integrated in the process 
of writing. 
 The students should be involved in the correction of 
his written work. 
 we should teach children to raft, redraft and edit 
and to understand and appreciate the value of 
doing this. 
 The importance of legibility and accuracy in written 
work should be promoted. 
 We should encourage self-awareness and self correction. 
 We also have to take into account that in English words are not pronounced as in Spanish and that 
negative transfer can be produced. 
WRITING AS A PROCESS 
Writing process would consist of: 
 Pre-writing step. We can develop two techniques:  
- Brainstorming: help us list and gather questions, phrases, pictures... Children  feel encouraged to 
participate in brainstorming as it is a success orientated  activities because there is no wrong answer.  
- Free-writing. We write as much as we can about any ideas or thoughts we have  about the topic. 
 Drafting. When we have obtained the ideas, we elaborate as first draft. 
 Composition. With the blocks and logical sequence of sentences we compose our written. 
 Revising. We have to revise the text, if everything is correct. To do that, we will have to check seven 
main elements in writing, that I will explain now. 
ELEMENTS IN WRITING 
Good writing requires attention to 7 elements: 
1. Logic. Sentences must be easy to follow from one idea to another. 
2. Clarity. It is the clearness of the ideas. 
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3. Diction. It is which words you choose. 
4. Audience. It is the person who will read it should be taken into account. 
5. Boldness. It is the vitality and originality that drives you writing. 
6. Elaboration. It is the careful way in which you develop and expand your ideas. 
7. Mechanics. They are the structural parts of writing.   
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